Effect of sex status and breed-type on performance of highly stressed calves by Brazle, F.K. et al.
Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports 
Volume 0 
Issue 1 Cattleman's Day (1993-2014) Article 1044 
1985 




Jack G. Riley 
See next page for additional authors 
This report is brought to you for free and open access by New 
Prairie Press. It has been accepted for inclusion in Kansas 
Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports by an 
authorized administrator of New Prairie Press. Copyright 1985 
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension Service. Contents of this publication 
may be freely reproduced for educational purposes. All other 
rights reserved. Brand names appearing in this publication are 
for product identification purposes only. No endorsement is 
intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products not 
mentioned. K-State Research and Extension is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer. 
Follow this and additional works at: https://newprairiepress.org/kaesrr 
 Part of the Other Animal Sciences Commons 
Recommended Citation 
Brazle, F.K.; Blecha, Frank; Riley, Jack G.; and McLaren, J.B. (1985) "Effect of sex status and breed-type on 
performance of highly stressed calves," Kansas Agricultural Experiment Station Research Reports: Vol. 0: 
Iss. 1. https://doi.org/10.4148/2378-5977.2447 
Effect of sex status and breed-type on performance of highly stressed calves 
Abstract 
Bull and steer calves of mixed breed type were shipped from Newport, Tennessee to Manhattan, Kansas. 
Bull calves were castrated on arrival at Manhattan. Calves were classified into four breed-types as 
follows: (1) black, polled, medium-frame, number one muscling; (2) white-faced, feather-necked, medium-
frame, number one muscling; (3) black or red with white face, medium frame, number one muscling; and 
(4) large-frame, mixed-color calves. The calves were in transit for 24 hours. Calves purchased and 
transported as steers outgained those purchased as bulls and castrated upon feedlot arrival by 26 lbs 
during the receiving phase and by 13 lbs on pasture. Fewer steer calves died than castrated bulls (7.7% 
vs. 13.2%). Steer calves had higher BVD antibody titers than bulls. Medium-frame, number one muscled, 
white-faced calves had a higher mortality rate (18.4%) than the average of other breed types (7.4%). The 
large-frame, number one muscled, mixed-color calves had the highest total gain. 
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